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PARIS PROJECTS FULL & FLOATING OR SLIM & LANGUID IN READY-TO-WEAR 


The "good" shown in the Paris Spring- 
Summer RTW collections in October was 
again overshadowed by an incredibly cal- 
lous disregard for visitors. Monday 
night's JAP opening at Au Printemps De- 
partment Store was a Berlin riot scene, 
complete with Stormtroopers, hysteria, a 
50-yd. crash barrier and a full complement 
of gendarmes. Kenzo Takada had moved his 
spectacle from the Bourse, his former 
gigantic arena, on the assumption that 

the issuance of fewer tickets would keep 
out copyists. Just the opposite happened: 
crashers got in, while many legitimate, 
card-holding press and buyers were left 
out in the street. Those who did manage 
to squeeze through the chamber of horrors 
decided no apparel in the world was worth 
risking life and limb and anyhow were too 
shaken by the ordeal to know or care what 
they were looking at. Which didn't matter 
either, as this is simply not Kenzo's year. 
In a season which runs the gamut from 18th 
Century shepherdess dresses (Chloe) to 
versions of Winston Churchill's overall- 
like siren suits (Issey Miyake), the 
outstanding collections were shown by 
these 6, who remained true to themselves: 


YVES ST. LAURENT 


His beautifully tailored collection was 
such pure joy to watch, FI didn't even 
resent having to exit through a window! 
His new signatures are square or stand-up 
necklines, bow tie waists on skirts, patch 
pockets. His chemise, by day, is often 
newly waist-cinched and has a wide, banded 
neck -- for evening, it is tiered and off- 
the-shoulder, especially in a cabbage rose 
print on lightly tinted pastel sheer ... 
square-neck, button-front peasant blouses 


with elasticized sleeves, in Liberty prints, 


Madras or solids ... square-neck shirtjacs, 


often with ring-tie belts ... newest skirts 
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have gathers let-out below a closely stitched 
hip yoke, and a bow-tie -- straight side- 
wrap with bow-tie -- peasant skirt with 
ruched waist ... length is 2 inches below 
knee ... slim trousers worn with smock tops, 
safari or shirtjacs or else twin sets -- 
shorts -- even rompers ... a_new bikini, 

two bow-tied flounces like a pelmet (a va- 
lance used to hide curtain rods or whatever) 
--- Colors: black and white, alone or to- 
gether, black with red and a superb navy/ 
white nautical group. 


CORINNE GRANDVAL FOR CACHAREL 


A winning collection of soft, well-tailored 
separates and dresses, pleasing to the eye 
and very salable. Everything moves closer 
to, but does not hug, the body, nothing is 
droopy or oversize. Dresses: shirt coat- 
dresses -- raised and Empire waistlines, 
inset waists -- Peter Pan, short-point col- 
lars, "sloop" and square necklines -~ pin- 
tucked bodices -- puffed and butterfly 
sleeves -- lengths vary ... Shirts: classic 
or dressmaker, front and back pleats -- 
sleeves long, puff, short cuffed or elbow 


butterfly ... Skirts: closely stitched hip 
yoke above fullness -- button-front -- 


front wrap with back buckle, gathered wrap, 
many others ... Trousers in same basic 
bodies that are selling at retail -- more 
culottes, since their Fall style checked 
out at retail ... Fabrics include wool chal- 
lis, flax/wool, Indian gauze, voile, silk, 
cotton woven and knit ... Colors include 
cream, apricot, pewter, celadon green, peri- 
winkle, mauve, toast, peach, red brown, 
black and white ... Patterns include pencil 
and ticking stripes, shadow plaids, mini to 
medium size allover and Liberty florals in 
multi and two colors. 





SONIA RYKIEL 
Her best knitwear shapes from Fall, subtly 
(continued on page 2) 


PARIS SPRING-SUMMER READY-TO-WEAR (continued from page 1) 


changed, in the palest hues, add up to an 
elegant, understated masterpiece of fashion 
design. The layered pullovers, cardigans 
and sweater coats are more tubular -- flip 
ties, bowed, flower decorated or left open, 
appear in multiples on everything ... jer- 
sey skirts also move closer to the body, 
with kickpleats or 4-button yoke slit up 
the front ... culottes are repeats -- but 
no pants, now ... dresses are languid, 
softly bloused, tiered chemises, sleeveless 
or with caped yokes over wide 3/4 sleeves, 
in tonal dots, florals or leaves ... the 
Hollywoodish finale: sheer shifts under 
maribou coats in every color of the rain- 
bow. 


DOROTHEE BIS 


Jacqueline Jacobsen's exceptional use of 
color now runs to lively flame red, gitane 
(gypsy) blue, turquoise, mango and fern- 
green -- or paled lilac, lavender, gray, © 
blue ... Dresses: the ample chemise, now 
dubbed "La Robe Housse" ("housse" being 
French for a dropcloth over furniture) -- 
unbelted, with pointed or tie collar -- 
drop-shoulder or cap sleeves -- often 

shown under a contrast color weskit -- tie- 
belted, under a big, patch pocketed duster 
coat, or sashed, with kimono sleeves and 
pleated bodice ... the tube, a possible 
‘successor to all those "housses," in jersey 
with wide, scooped neck and above-elbow 
sleeves ... Sweaters: cardigans, twin sets 
and oversize pullovers sparked by horizon- 
tal and vertical stripes in unusual colors 
--. Pants: Jamaica shorts with trouser 
pleats -- ankle length trousers and 
culottes with side-ties at the waist. 





ISSEY MIYAKE 


The newest Japanese idol goes "natural" 
for 1975, in colors inspired by sand, sky 
and earth, and in fabrics (some, however, 
are blended with synthetics). Although 
his sportswear, knits and dresses have a 
capacious shape, they move easily on the 
body, never overpowering the wearer ... 
he treats his all-important knits, soft & 
silky or ribbed, like gossamer wovens, 
beautifully draped in 1- and 2-piece 
dresses and in spacious tops with wide- 
ribbed-waist over ample skirts ... eve- 
ning clothes are dramatic and flamboyant: 
sheer, floating djellabas and dresses -- 
or subdued, wrap-and-tie gowns reminiscent 


of Ancient Greece ... his prints, perhaps 
the most interesting in Paris, range from 
minuscule ombred raindrops and delicate or 
photographic flowers to pointillist gulls 
and clouds, plus stripes, checks & plaids. 


DANIEL HECHTER 


He's the money designer, commercial con- 
trolled and in good taste ... young active 
sportswear, separates and dresses -- in 
cotton-interlock, velours, “poplin, linen, 
gabardine, muslin and silky acetate ... 
Prints: more emphasis now on stripes -- 
excellent border prints -- Shetland ponies, 
regatta, Liberty florals -- nauticals: 
signal flags on the diagonal, matelot 
(French sailor) hats -- a large fruit, or a 
fat bird with comic figure riding astride, 
on T-shirts. 
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--- and at THE PORTE DE VERSAILLES 


Spring-Summer Pret-A-Porter telegraphed 
one message loud and clear: regardless 

of its nomenclature (sack, chemise, tent, 
smock, robe housse, pinafore, sundress), 
the dress has blossomed in full glory ... 
suits are 2- or 3-pc. separates ... the 
oversize top or sweater with ample skirt 
is an essential component of Summer dress- 
ing ... pants are wide or slim, culottes 
are trending as are shorts of every length 
(the two latter were very popular on the 
Cote d'Azur the Summer of '74) ... due 

to shortages and high prices, natural 
fibers have taken the lead over synthetics 
.-. and Paris has gone stripe-mad with 
every version possible: horizontal, verti- 
cal, diagonal, cluster, pin, pencil, awning 
and ombred -- plaids surface -- but solids 
are much in evidence, so this has not been 
the banner print season Interstoff in May 
would have had us believe. Americana was 
conspicuous by its absence, but nautical 
took its place ... Colors go from pristil pristine 
white to black, with naturals, primary 
brights, medium tones and frappe pales in 
between them. 


COMING UP IN FI: 

--- American Spring RTW 

-»- Report on Interstoff 

-..- Western Look in Menswear 
--. Spring Lingerie 


OVERSEAS SPRING-SUMMER TRADE SHOWS IN N.Y. 


September was Fashion Fair Month in New 
York, and while silhouette, length, etc., 
remained pretty much at status quo, some 
movable feasts were there for the taking. 
The Israelis, who arrived first, 39 manu- 
facturers strong, continued their trend to- 
ward more sophisticated merchandise. The 
French, who called everything a chemise, 
even when it was a tent, were spotty. 

And the Scandinavians were again in a 
class quite by themselves. 


THE ISRAEL TRADE SHOW, Sept. 4-13, drew a 
record attendance, with orders reported 
exceeding $4-million. FI found some of 


their knitwear superb. 


Best Bets: TERRA, a new firm, uses the 
label "La Mode" -- excellent groups of 
velours, cotton and cotton-blend T-shirts 
and jackets ... KNITREAL, the Israel branch 
of Crochetta, London -- Leah Hertz has 
designed an outstanding collection of coor- 
dinated knit separates, the newest a 100 
per cent cotton marled yarn, shown in a 
bias-cut flare skirt and sleeveless top 
trimmed in chenille jacquard floral, and 
her multi-striped terry types ... NIRKAM 

-- coordinated knit tops & skirts designed 
by Andrea Ungar, many in the Missoni idiom. 
Important here: a 5-color striped A-line 
skirt, tank top & belted 26" cardigan ... 
MATZKIN -- good all-weather coats in cotton- 
velvet and poly/cotton poplin ... ALON -- 
great beachwear and coverups. 


THE 4TH EUROPEAN FASHION FAIR, Sept. 29- 
Oct. 1, included RTW from France, Ireland, 
Germany, Austria, Turkey, Switzerland, 
Israel, with. France. sending the. largest 
contingent. 


Best Bets: EMESSE -- McCardell-type 
dresses with wide inset waist and cap 
sleeves, baby doll tops with square neck 
and wide cap sleeves, loose top 2-piecers, 
sundresses -- midi and ankle length skirts 
in solid or Liberty print, the best: 
border print skirts with short sleeve 
cotton jersey tops, the standout: black/ 
natural cotton knit T-shirts. GUDULE -- 
tent-chemises, loose top 2-piecers, 1930's 
wash dresses with low pleats -- reported 
best-selling skirt: wrapover, with elas- 
ticized back and patch pockets. ONZEUR 
TRANT -- easy-fitting shirts, and blouses 
with unbanded round neck, small point or 
notch collars, short turnback cuffs, cap 








or long sleeves -- front buttoned, gathered 
skirts -- excellent group of ankle length 
sundresses in plaids, stripes, Liberty 
prints or solids. CLUBMEN -- interesting 
group of "silk" print shirts with ribbed 
back and sleeves, plus the usual classic 
separates. 


THE SWEDISH/FINNISH FASHION SHOW, Sept. 29- 
Oct. 4, contented itself with only 8 repre- 
sentatives, but what they lacked in numbers, 
they more than made up in merchandise. 


Best Bets: VUOKKO (Finland) -- big, easy 
shapes and sportswear on hand-painted cotton, 
linen, jute -- standouts: drop-shoulder, 

yoke-back, obi sashed shirtdress -- rainbow 


colored stripes -- spaghetti-strapped Empire — 


midi shirtdress, overalls -- shirred-waist 
long skirt/matching swimsuit -- sheer, 
belted tent with butterfly sleeves -- 
checkerboard capelet/long skirt. KATJA OF 
SWEDEN was exciting, as usual -- mixed 
indigo prints -- big tunic, wide elbow 
cuffed sleeves / gathered skirt -- solid 
tunic/print wrap skirt -- Javanese prints 
on cotton voile -- Guatemalan loose dress/ 
sash belt and head scarf -- 3-piece cotton 
knits: tank top/gathered skirt on wide 
waistband/short-sleeved box jacket -- 
linear prints on cotton jersey ... ANNA- 





MODELLER (Sweden) -- contemporary suits, 
separates, dresses, sportswear -- stand- 
outs: overprinted pale corduroy trousers/ 
jacket -- Liberty prints in ruffled skirts 


with shirred high waistband/T-shirt or 
solid baby doll with ruffled cap sleeves 
and braid trim -- also in long Empire U- 
neck smock dress with above sleeve, its 
solid yoke embroidered with excerpts of the 
op age fe Ae 


NEW FABRIC MONTHLY TO START JANUARY 1975 


Arthur J. Imparato, publisher of FABRICNEWS 
for the ready-to-sew market, has announced 
a sister newspaper "FABRICNEWS 2 The Trade," 
a tabloid size monthly. Geared to RTW and 
home furnishings manufacturers, including 
menswear, children's wear and intimate 
apparel, Edith d'Erracalde and Amy Nanette 
Arzoomian will be editor and executive 
editor, respectively. Subscription: $12 

a year. FABRICNEWS 2 The Trade, 21 E. 40th 
St.) Ne LC.) LO01L6;,) tel<: S3a-5922. 


NEW JOHN WEITZ BOOK DISPENSES WIT & WISDOM 


In "Man in Charge," just out, designer John 
Weitz releases a cornucopia of sage and 
sound tips on how to look and behave like 
an executive, at home and abroad, in witty 
and racing (not racy, this time) staccato 
prose. Examples: "Don't overwhelm 

people. Underwhelm them ... If you can't 
remember someone's name, introduce your 
companion with 'you remember So-And-So, 
don't you?’ The newcomer will then intro- 
duce himself. Or, at a convention, train 
your wife to put out her hand and intro- 
duce herself immediately, forcing the other 
person to say his name ... Never tip a 
captain after he's kept you waiting for a 
reserved table" ... On office telephone - 
etiquette: "Dial calls yourself; if your 
secretary must place a call, be sure she 
puts you on a second before your man 

gets on the line," and how to combat 
habitual offenders: "Gently say you've got 
a devil of a busy day and would she please 
call you back when her boss is ready to talk 
-.. Treat business women as teammates ... 
Any man who uses his desk as a Maginot 

line deserves what the Maginot line got," 
and how to outflank him... "Store your 
socks in your shoes when you pack for a 
long trip" ... how to avoid faux pas in 
Britain ... "Japan is the most punctual 
country in the world," and why you need 
stacks of business cards there, and much, 
much more. ("Man in Charge," 179 pp., 
McMillan, $6.95) 


LIBERTY OF LONDON TO MARK CENTENNIAL IN '75 





World-renowned Liberty of’ London's Spring- 
Summer collection reflects their 100th 
Anniversary in the number of print designs 
on cotton lawn fetched from their archives. 
But their wool challis are reserved for 
their retail store, and for these "special 
customers" now: Cacharel, Daniel Hechter, 
Yves St. Laurent and Tissus Max. THE 


PRINT PATTERNS: small to medium allover 
florals, floral sprays -- multi-colored 
clustered vertical stripes with horizontal 
dots -- zigzags -- paisleys -- a melange 
of fresh fruit -- chinoiserie -- on 


grounds of ecru, navy, red, brown, green, 


black. On sale at retail, end of January. 


UPCOMING FASHION DATES 


FRANKFURT--Interstoff (Fabrics), Nov. 19-22 
NEW YORK--Display Market Week, Dec. 7-10 
LOS ANGELES--Summer RTW Market, Jan. 4-7 
NEW YORK--NRMA Convention, Jan. 6-9 

NEW YORK--Couture Press Week, Jan. 6-9 
FRANKFURT=-Trade Fair, Jan. 8-12 
CHICAGO--Housewares Show, Jan. 13-16 
MIAMI--Summer RTW Market, Jan. 17-21 

NEW YORK--National Boutique Show, Jan. 19-22 
DALLAS--Summer RTW Market, Jan. 25-30 

NEW YORK-~-Int'l Jewelry Trade, Jan. 26-29 
CHICAGO--Summer RTW Market, Jan. 26-30 

NEW YORK--Summer RTW Market, Jan. 27-Feb. 7 
PARIS--S.E.H.M. (Menswear), Feb. 8-11 
ISRAEL--Tel Aviv Fashion Week, Feb. 10-14 
COLOGNE--Men's Fashion Week, Feb. 21-23 

LOS ANGELES--Men's Fashion Assn., Feb. 5-9 
HONG KONG--RTW Festival, March 2-7 

SAN DIEGO--MAGIC Menswear Show, March 20-25 
MUNICH--Ready-to-Wear, March 20-24 

LOS ANGELES-~-Early Fall RTW, April 4-8 
PARIS--Pret-a-Porter, April 5-10 
CHICAGO--Early Fall RTW, April 5-9 
DALLAS--Early Fall RTW, April 5-9 

NEW YORK--Fall RTW Showings, April 14-25 
DUSSELDORF--Int'l IGEDO RTW, April 20-24 
FRANKFURT=--Annual Fur Fair, April 23-27 
FRANKFURT--Interstoff (Fabrics), May 12-15 
DALLAS--Fall RTW Market, May 24-29 
CHICAGO--Fall RTW Market, June 1-5 

NEW YORK--Holiday and Fall RTW, June 2-13 
NEW YORK--Fur Market Weeks, June 2-20 

LOS ANGELES--Fall Market RTW, June 14-18 
MUNICH--Ready-to-Wear, Oct. 5-9 
PARIS--Pret-a-Porter, Oct. 18-23 
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